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Barrels, as packaging for a range of traded goods, often ended up re-used in wells and latrines in towns. Tree-ring analy-
sis of barrel finds not only supplies us with a precise chronology for their manufacture, and for the dating of the con-
texts in which they are found. The region of origin of the wood, through provenance determination, reveals connec-
tions between regions that might not necessarily be detected in the other finds from a site. In this talk, I will present
some of the most recent provenance determination results that have emerged through my research in Northern Eu-
rope. Using examples, not only of barrel finds, but also of construction timber that can be shown to be imports, and of
course of ships that carried these cargos, I will show how the dendrochronological evidence indicates that contacts be-
tween regions changes with time.
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